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Swan Island Is a good deal move 
[than a lew small pieces of real cs- 
I tate' In the minds of most Lalln- 
. I Americans, They havo viewed it as 
ran outstanding example of Yankee 
*' Imperialism for our country to have 
I seized without a vestige of title these 
f Islands which Honduras has always 
I claimed. 

f There Is no one act the United 
I States could undertake in Latin- 
I' America which would have the im- 
f pact which the return of the Islands 
\ will have in our favor. The Swan 
[ Island affair has been a favorite 
[ weapon of the anti-US forces down 
f there for many years. 

!; , It is quite true that thc .QilA had 
i .a propaganda station tHere which 

V didn't improve our image at all. My 
understanding is that it was also ft; 
staging area for the invasion of Cuba, 
Handing these islands back to Hon- 

.duras seems to mo to be indirectly a 
^ / friendly gesture toward Castro. 

f For an excellent view of US rela- 
tions with our neighbors down south, 
see, "Between the Eagle and the 
Bear" by Pedro Madriega, lately of 
I Oxford University. 

i. -■ ■' " 
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i niQi! oOlHil'd -'r-iiJfSS Islsndcr, this boils c'ov.'ti to altiile to the islands' from -Capt. 

C^~~2b0°^'n security. CsoLainiAlonzo P.darns,. who sfulcjd. cutj 
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Don, as ha is called by Ihc'.of hlcbile, Ala., in 1S93, and 
islanders, is 79 year.-; old. Ke is Icanio upon .Greater Swan by 


a pov.’erful, 'deeply tannetl man 
sjfcu! to'ii-.e :\-c-.i-YorkT;:r.-:.v 'with white hair and eyes that 
S'vV.AN ISLANDS, ■jioiidui'as raa.tch. the Caribbean .sky he 
■ — They were discovered by Co- lived iiiider all Ills liic. 

1, • 1,-.-,,-, ■ 1 ■ '.Veil, I think it s .Lonig to 

lumoos m 1009 , njesteu by^. i.rthcl: 

piiatCa .rOO yotus i<-j-er, puzec. dancing linglisli of. llio!; 


‘‘'ij’ters. cudivaicd oy Cayman I.s'ands he left dd years 
the Unitec. * ruit Company, rav- ago. Ills tremendous hands 
•ageci by jiurricane, claimed by pushed a needle th.rcugh thick 
a sea captain ano a farmer ;sailoi'’s canvas. 


farme 

from Massaciuisetts and by ot:> 
,crs n.ow for-gotten, not to men- 
Ition at least three countries. 

' V/;lh all. that,’ the Swan hs-i 
lanchs remain obscure in a Esaj 
of green and hhue and pink. I 


Yo’a know,” he said, 'T boon 
carelaker here and I been a 
i'nian in my time.” h'c talked ofiiv 
the day a British cruiser .an 
cliorcd off Bobby Cay and its 
captain, a man named Amos 


*= 7 o- mail lit; 

incy uo not .appear o.i most; Smith, announced that he 


maps. 

The islands. Greater Sv/an, 
Lessei "o .v.in a.-iu a rcei calioc' 
Bobby Cay, lie about 100 miles 
I north of honGu-.-as and are les.s 
tnan *100^ miles from Cuba. 
Tlieir total area is aoout three 
square ini'es. 

But their .acquisition is r. 
point o: honor for 1-Iondur.as. 
The nation decided k 1923 that 
umen Columbus stepped at the 
S'.van Islands, repc-rPadiy to 
pick up wood, he made them 
a part of liic- Spanisi; colonial 
eiTipiro, of .which Horiduras rvas 
a ^ part. OiOnciuras claimed the 
isi.ancis, v.mion liad oceri United 
States possessions since the 
middle of the 3-9ch cc.ntury. , 
It ^took ' nearly 50 ycai's for ! 
Honduras to convince the i 


j v/ould raise the Union Jack, 
i Captain Uon said I’.o had 'told 
i the man "no” and the man 
. went away. Eleven years ago, 
he shooed off sonic Monduran 
studonis who liad come .out 
from the mr.inland in . a small 
: boat reisc tlio Honduran 
fl?" 

. • f J- i 

Cr.ptam Don is inarned, for ■ 
tlie third time. Hie first two 
v.-ives died. He has eight chil- 
dren, about 30 grandchildi'en 
(lie can’t ionic; II bor exactly. 


acciaeuu 

The S-v-/an Island Comniorciri! 
Company loa.scc! part of the 
sisland to the. United Fruit Com- 
pany, which planted severab 
thousand coconut i.'ees. The: 
venture vr.as not profitable and 
U.-iitcd Frait p-ullea out. 

In the early uinsteou-fiftics, 
the United States was jiaying 
Sumner Smith $3C9 a year in 
rent for a v/cr.thsr station he 
had Rilc-.i-cd the Govei-nment to 
iibuild. For a time, he also got 
soma roiU cut of a. radio sta- 
tiQii, said to he financed by the 
Central IntolligcncG Agency, 
v.’hich broadcast onti-Comrnu- 
iiist mo.ssn.ge.s to Cuba during 
tlie jiinsteeii-sixtics. 

But one day Mr. Sniitli. re- 
ceived n letter from t’lc' United 
States Government. It said the. 
Uniloil .States v/os taking sov- 
ereignty. 


says) and eight gro 


f’rrjria- 


United t;t?.tcs, seeking to irn- 
Unitod_ States seeking to im- 
prove, its image in -Latin .Arno.-- 
ica, is convinced. 

irov,'cvor, with the agreement 
of Honduras,, the United. States 
plans to keep five /.rncricans 
on the island. They operate a. 


weather station 
trooical storms. 


tra 


; ne 

1 children. Many of the isiand- 
lero rolaicci xo nini. 

I He s'iv.s he ov/es .alicgier.ce 
^not to Brilein, the United States 
or M.tnclure.s, but to Suinner 
SiVirth, v.’ho lives c.-i a 30C'-acro 
farm in Lincoln, Mess. 

iVir. Lir.i.n, wno is Si, insists 
that he ov/ned Greater Swan 
until the united. States took it 
a'.v."y from- iiiivi ‘-'witliout even a 
thank-ydu.” The title issue is 
far from clear. 

Mr. Smith says that a corn- 
pany in which his father -had 
.an interest, the Swan Island 


Tiie. United States claim 
aoparcntly dates back to a 
visit to the islmids of George 
V. V/hite in the e.irly eighteen- 
fifties. He landed there in tlie 
name of the United fltatss. lor 
y.ears hater, an American com- 
brUiy that lie liad formed ex- 
rorted guamio from the i.iiaiids, 
for use as fertilizer. 

The United States has since 
then based its dairn to.' the 
i.slands on t’nc Guano Act of 
ISiJd, w’nich provided _ tli.at 
American ■citizens 'wlio discov- 
ered the , a,ccunnilated_ bird 
droppings o'n undainicd islatuLs 
could collect the gua.no. 

Under the same act, ■ the 
pre-sident vras erapov.'ered to: 
chsim the i.sla.nds as Amcncan.; 
liroperty. Secretary of State 
V/illiarn Seward did so in'the| 
0 mine of President Lincoln ini 
;iS63. ' • 
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t By Thomas B. Ross 

, i ;:'V Suii-Timos Buresu 

■\ ; WASHINGTON - After a, 
decade as a ' center of II. S. 
^ cloak-and-dagger aclivitie.s, a 
tiny island of bird droppings in 
the Caribbean is about to be 
returned to Hoadarns. 

• .Reliable diplonialic sources 
said presidential assi.sta’iit 
■Robert H. Finch rvill formally 
give up U.S. claim to the is- 

• -land during his one-day visit to 
JIoiKlura.sMo:iday. 

The island, Swan Island, 
about 100 miles north of Hon- 
duras, is compo-sed entirely of 
grtano, the accumulated drop- 
pings of sea fowl. It lias served 
. fis the sight of a covert Central 

• : Intelligence Agency radio sta- 
■ytion broadcasting to Cuba clur- . 

Ing and after th.e 1961 Bay of 
' Pigs invasion and later to 
other points in Latin America. 
The sources indicated that fi- 
■ nal disposition of the station, 

. and. whether it will be u.sed 
^ again by the CIA, 'will be sub- 
. jeet to further negotiations. 

; , I Claimed in 1S63 ■ 

I' The United States ha.s 
i .claimed the i.slaud since 18G3 
h. under the Guano Act of 180-5 
which gave the President the 
} right to designate an un- 
f . claimed island as U.S. territo- 





ry once an American citizen 
had discovered guano on it. 

, The Nev.'" York Guano Co. 
was - first licen.sed to collect 
and sell the island’s guano, a 
valuable fertilizer rich in phos- 
phates. Lator an Alabama sea 
captain and fimdly the United 
Fruit Co. set up operations on 
the island. . - 

The commercial interests 
were followed by tiie Weather 
Bureau, the Federal Aviation 
Administration atid eventually 
the t».\. 

The CIA station originally 
operated as --Radio Swan, 
w'lilch, in addition to political 
, broadcasts, put out a t'ariely 
of popular programs including 
one featuring a Cuban exile 
called Havana Rose. 

‘Hysterical parrots’ 
During the Bay of Pigs in- 
vasion, Radio Swan was on 
the air 2-1 hoiii's a d-ay, trans- 
mitting coded messages and 
mysterious orders to nonexis- 
tent battalions. 

Havana Radio set up a 
counterbarrage, denouncing 
Radio Swan as “not a radio 
station but a cage of hysterical 
parrots,” 

After the invasion failed, the 
CIA station was renamed Ra-^ 
dio Americas and continued 





broadcasts to Cuba, Mexico, 
Central America and the upper 
tier of S-outh America. 

Shortly after the CIA estab- 
Ii.sbed itself on- Swan Island, a 
group of arnsed Honduran stu- 
dents sought to land on the Is- 
land by force in ISGO. They 
were repulsed singlchandodly 
by the weather -bureau’s cook 
but, after agreeing to lay do-.vii 
their arm.s, they wore permit- 
ted to land, sLng the IJonduran 
ational tuilliem and temporari- 
ly plant, their flag. 

Protest in UN 

Tliey were pro'testing the 
fact that a U.S. census had 
been taken on the island that 
year, recording a population of 
2.8, down four since 1950. 

A few months later Hon- 
duras protested in the United 
Nations, claiming that "Histor- 
ically, gporgaphically and ju- 
ridically” the island belonged 
to it. r : 

< After 10 years of diplomatic.- 
■ /bickering, the United States! 

-- f • has now recognized Honduras’ i 

; claim and Finch will make itj 
[ official in Tegucigalpa, the ’ 
i Honduran capital, Monday. 

j . .-Finch will be in Honduras 
: for only a ’few hours, arriving 
‘ hi the morning from Brazil 
and leaving in the evening for 
■ IWexi.co. He will return here on 
f Thanksgiving Day after an II- 
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Via sliorhvnve, you 
racMo's p'rato:?/ hoc 
even spies i!;io yoi 
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Dy U:H CUCKWAi; 


Kidd, Dutch, SchuUz, and 
Benedict' Arnold nre dead, you say? 
Sure, but tb.e likes of those old scoun- 
drel;; arc still alive and well on ih.e 
iiUernal ional airsvavc-s. ’Ihcir v/cap.- 
ons ai'c po'.verful trai'i;';in!Ucrs ivhueh 
often broadcast on a global . scale.- 
Their cscapadc.s Irouljle govornniont 
oflicials. ]3ut ll'.e b!acl-;gu:n-ds can bo 
l!ie delight of shortwave list-enov;s. 

Yon don’t ne-cd a pile of etectrciuc 
gi-ar'lo listen in. You' can e;iJoy the 
■pastiiV.o with a sininle portable that 
capture:; strong si;;ii;ds on tvcthiirg 
more than a telo.scopin.g. whip s'iclc- 


. 'ou 

feet long) or gcc-.s in for move c:-pen- 


out of.tl'.e case. Tlio sea.?oned 


sivc receiving oquipn'cnt with special 
accessories for cutting iirterfcreuce. 


t: 

Ire lor; 
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•* 

portahl: 
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pow. 
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But wha.tevcr your clioice, once you, 
h.ave your receiver you can join Ih.ou- 
sands of fellow tis.ien-ers who attempt 
to eavesdrop on rogue broa.dcnslers. 

One character is the “pirate,” who 
.sail;; a radio station ju:?t o.ut.sif]e lire 
12-nnle territorial limit of a country, 

Conlir.itcd 


I i ' i \ j 

rr?'Y!'-nd.y (jaI I t) 
:?.'j00,. 4.3G5 
2.4 -'.O, S.r-CQ, 4.3G5 
11. GJ'/, 9.GG5 

9.5G5, 11. 410 

3.340 

13.200, 12.300. 

15. COO, 15.100 
17.7C0, 0.050, 7.050 

1.40G, 7.305 

9.3ca, n.nGG, is.oso 

1.157, G.COO 
6.155 



f Gtfion 
fJn!-.iiov/n 

R-;:c''0 Arm^ 

pcyK-ci-lfan 

Ki-^s l-kincy 
(music j.TiTirncr) 
Hudio PofOificl 
R^dio Guf-ncdi 

R.-j'Jic F:.p.-!n.n 

rsf iM-' !J* D-ured, 
LaVo.-r 

' 3 do Amcficn 

Rpdio AniorlcriS . 

Rndio fldv^nc 



Afri'i?'l:o n 
CIA 

Vi :l Con^ 

Ruuio Goiia 
(B'ji.’orio) 

Roc!io C.^^hdcid 

Radio Moscow 
Bnoq-uc notion of 
Spuin 

R.'jdio Moscov/ 


Urd'tno'.vn 

CIA 

Cuba 



lJi;CMior ArvvT 
S.F. /'cia 
S.E. A^ia 
iViddio Ea:-t 


Middle 

Noi til Amorica 
Europe, N. 

America 

Europe 

Scutli, Centr.if 
Au'; 0 i Ica 


Central, South 
Amciic&i 
Central. South 
America 


10.030, iO.015 


Radio of S. Vietnam, 


Viet Cony 


S.E. Asia 
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For seven years, our 
two invisible governments 


hove been fighting 

/' ' v'\ : fo*" control of the small, 

• .;V impoverished Caribbean 

:■ • : ' : ' - . nation of Haiti. The outcome 

■i-y ''' is still in doubt*. : . '..•A V ' * 

.'• ■ ■ ' . ■■ ■ • • v- '. ' ' ■ i'-- 
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